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By additaments of fome fuch nature, fome groffer and 
cloggy parts are retained ; or elfe much fubtilized, and other- 
wi fe altered. Boyles Hijiory of Firmnefs. 

CLO'IS l ER. n.f [clas, Wefth; clauytep, Sax. clofer, Germ, 
kloojlei , Out. claiijiro , Ital. cloijlrc , I r. claujlrum, Lat.j 

1. A religious retirement ; a monaftery ; a nunnery. 

Nor in a fecret cloijier doth lie keep 
f hefe virgin fpirits, until their marriage-day. Davies. 

Some folitary cloijier will I choofe. 

And there with holy virgins live immur’d. Dryd. Sp. Fryar: 
How could he have the leiiure and retirednefs of the cloijier , 
to perform thofe adds of devotion. Atterbury . 

2. A periftile ; a piazza. 

To Clo'ister. v. a. [from the noun ] To {hut up in a reli- 
gious houfe ; to confine ; to immure ; to {hut up from the 
world. 

Cloifier thee in fome religious houfe. Shakefp. Rich. II, 
They have by commandment, though in form of courtefy, 
cloijier ed us Within thefe walls for three days. Bacon. 

It was of the king’s firft aifts to cloijier the queen dowager 
in the nunnery of Bermondfey. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Nature affords plenty of beauties, that no man need com- 
plain if the deformed are cloijiered up. Rymer's Tragedies. 

The gloom of cloijier' d monks. Thomfon' s Summer. 

Clo'isteral. adj . [from cloijier J Solitary; retired; religi- 
oufly reclufe. 

Upon this ground many cloijieral men of great learning and 
devotion, prefer contemplation before adtion. Walton' s Angler. 

Cl o'istered. participial aclj . [from clo/JIcr.] 

1. Solitary; inhabiting cloifters. 

Ere the bat hath flown 
His cloijier d flight, there {hall be done 
A deed of dreadful note. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

2 . Built with perilliles or piazzas. 

1 he Greeks and Romans had commonly two cloijiered open 
courts, one ferving for the women’s fide, and the other for 
the men. Wotton's Architecture. 

Cloistress, n.f. [from cloijier .] A nun; a lady \yho has 
vowed religious retirement. 

Like a cloijirefs {he will veiled walk. 

And water once a day her chamber round 

With eye-offending brine. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

Cloke. n. f See Cloak. 

Clomb. [ pret. of To climb. ] 

Afk to what end they clornb that tedious height. Spenfer. 

So clomb this firft grand thief into God’s fold. Milton. 

To Cloom. w a. [corrupted from cleam, claemian, Sax. which 
is ftill ufed in fome provinces.] To clofe or {hut with glu- 
tinous or vifeous matter. 

Rear the hive enough to let them in, and cloom up the 
'fkirts, all but the door. Mortimer's Hujbandry. 

To CLOSE, v. a. [clofa, Armorick ; kluys, Dutch; clos, French; 
c la if ms , Latin.] 

1. To fhut; to lay together. 

Sleep inftantly fell on me, call’d 
By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. Milt. Par. Lojl. 

When the fad wife has clos'd her hufband’s eyes ; 

Lies the pale dorps, not yet intirely dead ? Prior. 

I foon fhall vifit Hector, and the fhades 
Of my great anceftors. Cephifa, thou 
Wilt lend a hand to clofe thy miftrefs’ eyes. Philips. 

2. To conclude ; to end ; to finilh. 

One frugal fupper did our ftudies clofe. Dryden s P erf. Sat. 
I clofe this with my earneft defires that you will ferioufly 
confider your eftate. Wake's Preparation for Death . 

Edward and Henry, now the boaft of fame; 

And virtuous Alfred, a more facred name ; 

After a life of generous toils endur’d, 

Clos'd their long glories with a ftgh, to find ^ 

Th’ unwilling gratitude of bafe mankind. Pope s Ep. of Hor. 

2 > . To inclofe; to confine ; to repofite. 

Every one 

According to the gift which bounteous nature 

Hath in him clos'd. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

4. To join; to unite fractures ; to co-nfolidate fiffures. 

The armourers accomplifhing the knights, 

With bufy hammers clofing livets up. Shakefp. Henry V. 
There being no winter yet to clofe up and unite its parts, 

and reftore the earth to its former ftrength and compaanefs. 

Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

As foon as any publick rupture happens, it is immediately 
clofed up by moderation and good offices. Addifon on Italy. 

All the traces drawn there are immediately clofed up, as 
though you wrote them with your finger on tne ur j ce J j 1 

river . J Watts' s Improvement of the Mind. 

To Close, v. n. 

1. To coalefce ; to join its own parts together. 

They, and all that appertained to them, went ownane 
into the pit, and the earth clofed upon them. . Bum. xvi. 33. 

In plants you may try the force of imagination upon the 
lighter fort of motions ; as upon their clofing and opening. 

Bacon's Natural Hijhry, , N°. 99 1 • 
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2. Toy Close upon. To agree upon ; to join in. 

Tly jploufy of fuch a defign in us,' would induce France 

aTadlmige- C '° f!Upm mCafUreS betWeen the “ our 


3 ' 1 T° come to an agreement wid^to 

10 Close in with. 5 comply with ; to unite with. 

Jntire cowardice makes thee wrong this virtuous gentle- 
woman, to e of with. us. Sbakejpeare's Henry IV? p {{ 

it would become me better, than to c'ofe 
In terms of friendfhip with thine enemies. Shak. Jul Ccef. 
. Th( : r f was no fuch defeft in man’s underftandine, but that 
it would clofe with the Evidence. South's Sermons 

He toox the time when Richard was depos’d, 

And high and low with happy Harry clos'd. Dr-den 

. Pride is fo unfociablc a vice, that there is no clofing with 

lt: ‘ r-p, . c . . . . Collier of Friendjhip. 

I his Ipirit, poured upon iron, unites with the body, and 
lets go the v/ater : the acid fpirit is more attracted by the fixed 
body, and lets go the water, to clofe with the fixed body. 

c Newton's Opticks. 

ouch a proof as would have been c'ofed with certainly at 
the firft, fhall be fet afide eafily afterwards. Atterbury. 

Thefe governours bent all their thoughts and applications 
to clofe in with the people, who were now the ftrenger party. 

Swift on the DiJJ'ent’ums in Athens and Rome. 

4. To grapple with in wreftling. 

Close. n.J. [from the verb.] 

1. Any thing fhut ; without outlet. 

The admirable effedts of this diftillation in clofe , which is 
like the wombs and matrices of living creatures. Bacon. 

2. A fmall field inclofed. 

I have a tree, which grows here in my clofe. 

That mine own ufe invites me to. cut down, 

And fhortly muft I fell it. Shakefpeare' s Timon. 

Certain hedgers dividing a clofe , chanced upon a great 
cheft. Carew's Survey of Cornwall 

3. The manner of {hutting. 

The doors of plank were; their clofe exquifite. 

Kept with a double key. Chapman's Iliads, b. if 

4. The time of {hutting up. 

In the clofe of night, 

Philomel begins her heav’nly lay. Dryden. 

5. A grapple in wreftling. 

The king went of purpofe into the North, laying an open 
fide unto Perkin, to make him come to the c'ofe, and fo to trip 
up his heels, having made fure in Kent beforehand. Bacon r 
Both fill’d with duft, but ftarting up, the third clofe they 
had made, 

Had not Achilles’ felf ftood up. Chapman's Iliads. 

6. A paufe, or ceflation, or reft. 

The air, fuch pleafure loth to lofe. 

With thoufand eccho’s ftill prolongs each heav’nly clofe. Milt. 

At ev’ry clofe {he made, th’ attending throng 
Reply ’d, and bore the burden of the fong. Dryden s Fables . 

7. A conclufion or end. 

Speedy death, 

The dofe of all my miferies, and the balm. Milt. Agon. 

Thro’ Syria, Perfia, Greece {he goes ; 

And takes the Romans in the clofe. Prior. 

Close, adj. [from the verb.] 

1 . Shut fail ; fo as to leave no part open ; as a clofe box ; a clofe 
houfe . 

We fuppofe this bag to be tied clofe about, towards the 
window. Wilkins . 

2 . Without vent ; without inlet ; fecret ; private ; not to be 
feen through. 

Nor could his a£ts too clofe a vizard wear, 

To ’fcape their eyes whom guilt had taught to fear. Dryden. 

3. Confined; ftagnant; without ventilation. 

If the rooms be low roofed, or full of windows and doors, 
the one maketh the air clofe, and not frelh ; and the other 
maketh it exceeding unequal. Bacons Nat. Hijlory , N°. 937. 

4. Compact ; folid ; without interlaces or vacuities. 

The inward fubftance of the earth is of itielf an uni orm 
mafs, clofe and comp add. Burnet's Theory of the Earth . 

The o-olden globe being put into a prefs, which was driven 
by the extreme force oflfkrews, the water made itfelf way 
thro’ the pores of that very clofe metal. Locke. 

k. Vifeous ; glutinous ; not volatile. . , . r i r 

This oil, which nourifhes the lamp, is fuppofed of fo cloje 
and tenacious a fubftance, that it may flovviy evaporate, h i.kins. 
without exuberance or digreffion. 

You lay your thoughts fo clfe together, that were they 


Concife; brief; without exuberance or digreffion. 

You lay your thoughts fo clfe together, mat 

defer they would be crouded, and even a due conneaiori 
J~.\a k. n,,nfir«r. Dryden s Juven. Dedication . 


would be wanting. 
Where the original 


is c 


lofe. 


no verlion can reach it in the 

Dryden. 


fame compafs. . 

Read thefe inftruaive leaves, in which conipire 

Frefnoy’s clofe art and Dryden’s native fire. Pf- 

Immediate ; without any intervening diftance.or fpace, whe- 

ther of time or place. r 

Was I a man bred great as Rome herleh, ^ , 
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Eqtial to all her titles ! that could ftand 

Clofe up with Atlas, and fuftain her name , 

As ftrong as he doth heaven ! Ben. Johnfon s Cat A e. 

We muft lay afide that lazy and fallacious method I ot con- 
futing by the lump, and muft bring things clofe to the teft o 
true or falfe. Burnet's Theory of the Earth, Pref ate . 

Plant the fpring crocus’s clofe to a wall. Mort. Husbandry. 
Where’er my name I find ; 

Some dire misfortune follows clofe behind. Pope's El to Abel. 

8 . Approaching nearly ; joined one to another. 

Now fit we clofe about this taper here. 

And call in queftion our neceffities. Shakef Julius Lajar. 

9. Narrow ; as a clofe alley. 

10. Admitting fmall diftance. 

Short crooked fwords in clofer fight they wear. Dryden. 

1 1. Undifcovered ; without any token by which one may be 


found. 


Clofe obferve him for the fake of mockery. Clofe, in the 
name of jefting J lie you there. Shakef. Twelfth Night. 

12 . Hidden; fecret; not revealed. 

A clfe intent at laft to {hew me grace. Spenfer. 

Some Ipagyrifts, .that keep their beft things clofe , will do 
more to vindicate their art, or oppofe their antagonifts, than 
to gratify the curious, or benefit mankind. Boyle, 

13. Having the quality of fecrecy ; trufty. 

Conftant you are. 

But yet a woman ; and for fecrefy, 

No la dy clofer. Shakefpeare' s Henry IV. p. i. 

14. Having an appearance of concealment; cloudy; fly. 

That clofe afpedt of his. 

Does {hew the mood of a much troubled breaft. Shakefp. 

15. Without wandering ; without deviation ; attentive. 

I difeovered no way to keep our thoughts clofe to their bufi- 
nefs, but by frequent attention getting the habit of atten- 
tion. Locke. 

16. Full to the point ; home. 

I am engaging in a large difpute, where the arguments are 
not like to reach 'clofe on either fide. Dryd. on Dram. Poefy . 

17. Retired; folitary. 

18. Secluded from communication ; as a clofe prifoner. 

rg. Applied to the weather, dark, cloudy, not clear. 

Close, adv. It is ufed fometimes adverbially by itfelf ; but 
more frequently in compofition. As, 

Close-banded, adj. In clofe order; thick ranged ; or fecretly 
leagued, which feems rather the meaning in this paflage. 

Nor in the houfe, with chamber ambufhes 

Clofe-banded, durft attack me. Milton' s Agon, him. 

Close-bodied, adj. Made to fit the body exactly. 

If any clergy fhall appear in any clofe-bodied coat, they {hall 
be fufpended. Aylijfe's Parergon. 

Close-handed, adj. Covetous. 

Galba was very clofe-handed : I have not read much of his 
liberalities. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Close-pent. adj. Shut clofe; without vent. 

Then in fome clofe-pent room it crept along, 

And, fmould’ring as it went, in filence fed. Dryden. 

Clo'sely. adv. [from clofe.~\ 

1. Without inlet or outlet. 

Putting the mixture into a crucible clofely luted at the top: 

Boyle's Chym. Princ . 

2. Without much fpace intervening; nearly. 

My lord of Warwick, and my brother Glofter, 

Follow Fluellen clofely at the heels. Shakefp. Henry V. 

If we look more clofely, we {hall find 

Moft have the feeds of judgment in their mind. Pote 

3. Secretly; flily. r ' 

. A Spaniard, riding on the bay, fent fome clofely into the 
village, in the dark of the night. Carew's Surv. of Cornwal. 

4 * Without deviation. 

I hope I have tranflated clofely enough, and given them the 
fame turn of verfe which they had in the original. Dryden. 

Closeness, n.f [from clofe.] 

1. I he ftate of being {hut; or the quality of admitting to be 
Ihut without inlet or outlet. 

In drums, the clofenefs round about that preferveth the 
lound, maketh the noife come forth of the drum-hole more 
loud, than if you fliould ftrike upon the like {kin extended in 
the open air. Bacon' s Natural Hijhry, N°. 142. 

2. Narrownefs ; ftraitnefs. 

3 * W ant of air, or ventilation. 

I took my leave, being half ftifled by the clofenefs of the 

foom. Swift's Account of Partridge's Death. 

4 ’ Compa&nefs ; folidity. 

How could particles, fo widely difperfed, combine into that 

° f . tex ‘ u « ; ? , Bentley’s Sermons. 

I he nafte of the fpirit to put forth, and the clofenefs of the 
b “ rk taufe prickles in boughs. Bacon’s Nat. Hijlory. N“. cm 

5 . Reclufenefs j folitude j retirement. 559 ' 

I thus neglecting worldly ends, all dedicated 

6. ScTre^' pfvacy. ^ betteri " S ° f my Sbab ^ 

Vcl° X. 1S comederates fle was conftant and juft, but not open. 
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Such was his enquiry, 


Dryd. Fables', 


Herbert. 


and fuch his clofenefs, as they ltooe in 
the light towards him, and he ftood in the dark towaras 

them. Bacons Henry Vli. 

A journey of much adventure had been not communicated 
with any of his majefty’s counfellors, being carried with great 
clofenefs , liker a buiinefs of love than ftate. Woiton. 

We rife not againft the piercing judgment or Auguftus, nor 
the extreme caution or dofenefs of Tiberius. Bacon s EJJays. 

This prince was fo very referved, that he would impart mS 
fecrets to no body : whereupon this clbjenef did a little perifti 
his underftanding. Collier oj I? iendjhip. 

7. Covetoufnefs ; fly avarice. 

Irus judged, that while he could keep his poverty a fecret, 
he Ihould not feel it : he improved this thought into an afiecta- 
tion of clofenef and covetoufnefs. Addifon s Speliat. N .20^ 

8. Connection ; dependance. . . 

The aCtions and proceedings of wife men run in a much, 
greater clofenejs and coherence with one another, than thus to 

drive at a calual ifliie, brought under no forecaft or defign. 

South's Sermons. 

Clo'ser. n.f. [from cloje.] A finifher ; a concluder. 

Clo'sestoOL. n.f. [dofe rmijlool ] A chamber implement. 

A peftle for his truncheon, led the van; 

And his high helmet Was a clofe-Jlool pah. Garth's Difpenf 

Clo'set. n.f [from clofe. ~\ 

1. A fmall room of privacy and retirement. 

The taper burneth in your clo fet. Shakefp. Julius Cafar . 
He would make a ftep into his dofet, and after a thort 
prayer he was gone. hi otton. 

2. A private repofitory of curiofities and valuable things. 

He fliould have made himfelf a key, wherewith to open the 
dofet of Minerva, where thofe fair treafures are to be found 
in all abundance. Dryden' s Dufrefnoy. 

He furnifhes her dofet firft, and fills 
The crowded fhelves with rarities of {hells. 

To Clo'set. v. <d. [from the noun.] 

1. To fhut up, or conceal in a clofet. 

The heat 

Of thy great love once fpread, as in an urn. 

Doth dofet up itfelf. 

2. To take into a clofet for a fecret interview. 

About this time began the projeCt of clofeting, where the 
principal gentlemen of the kingdom were privately catechifed 
by his majefty. Swift: 

Closh. n.f A diftemper in the feet of cattle; called alfo the 
founder. Did. 

Cl o'sure. n.f [from clofe.] 

1. The aCt of {hutting up. 

The chink was carefully clofed up : upon which clofurt 
there appeared not any change. Boyle's Spring of the Air. 

2. That by which any thing is clofed or {hut. 

I admire your fending your laft to me quite open, without 
a feal, wafer, or any clofure whatever. Pope to Swift, 

3. The parts inclofing ; inclofure. 

O thou bloody prifon ! 

Within the guilty clofure of thy walls 

Richard the lecond here was hack’d to death. Sh. Rich. III. 

4. Conclufion.; end. 

We’ll hand iii hand all headlong caft us down. 

And make a mutual clofure of our houfe. Shak. Tit. Andron . 

CLOT. n.f. [probably, at firft, the fame with clod ; but now 
always applied to different ufes.] Concretion ; coagulation ; 
grume. 

T lie white of an egg, with fpirit of wine, doth bake the 
egg into clots, as if it began to poch. Bacons Phyf Remarks. 

I he opening itfelf was ffopt with a dot of grumous 
kl° od * JVifeman' s Surgery. 

To Clot. v. n. [from the noun, or from klotieren , Dutch.] 

1. To form clots, or clods ; to hang together. 

Huge unweildy bones, lafting remains 
Of that gigantick race ; which as he breaks 
I he dotted glebe, the plowman haply finds. Philips. 

2. To concrete ; to coagulate ; to gather into concretions; as 
dotted milk, clotted blood. 

Here mangled limbs, here brains and gore, 

Dio clotted. ^ PJdlhr 

CLO l H. n. f. plural cloths or clothes, [cla^, Saxon.] 

1. Any thing woven for drefs dr covering, whether of animal 
or vegetable fubftance. 

I he Spaniards buy their linen cloths in that kingdom. Swift. 

2. The piece of linnen fpread upon a table. 

Nor let, like Nsevius, every error pafs, 

The mufty wine, foul cloth , or greafy glafs. Pope's Hor. bnit . 

3. I he canvals on which pictures are delineated. 

I znf\yer you right painted doth , from whence you have 

ftudl l{ ou ; queftions. Shakefp. As you like it. 

W ho tears a fentence, or an old man’s law, 

Shal! by a painted doth be kept in awe. Shak. Tara, and Luc. 
This idea, which we may call the goddefs of painting and 
of Iculpture,. deicends upon the marble and the cloth, and be- 
comes the original of thefe arts. Dryden' s Pref to Dufrefnoy. 

4. In the plural. Dreft, habit; garment; iefturef veil- 

A y 

menu. 














1! 


Till 




II 




; 1 

!: I Ml 








11I by, I 

Ml li I lillr 




a ji 






II 1 M! 








1 


!>! 


m 








,i, 








ftli' 1 

!: S 








I 




. I 1 Si, : 




h -J 


1? : 








m 






■ CtittiK 










■ I 






".Vi ' 1 




; J1 










I 




m 






m 






«tf u 


fl 













